Handcart replica graces old Mormon 


GERING, Neb. (AP) — The handcart was a 
necessity to the 3,000 Mormons who journeyed 
along the Mormon Trail in the 1850s, and now 
the two-wheeled means of conveyance is on 
permanent display at a museum on the path of 
their westward trek. 


The replica was built for the museum at the 
Scotts Bluff National Monument according to 
dimensions found in old Mormon journals. 


Arnold Bateman, who is with the University 
of Nebraska Extension Service and researched 


the project, contacted fellow members of the 
LDS Church and worked with Salt Lake histori- 
ans to get an exact description of a cart. 


"I've been extremely interested in this pro- 
ject and excited since it started two years ago," 
Bateman said. “It depicts a segment of history 
for the Mormons as they came (west)." 


From journal narratives, Bateman was able 
to come up with basic dimensions of the cart 
and provided those to LeRoy Schaneman, a 


. woodworker from rural Gering. 


Schaneman then worked with park rangers 
to construct the handcart according to the old 
specifications. "It's the most interesting pro- 
ject I've worked on and I appreciate the deter- 
mination of everybody involved," he said. 

There were times, Ranger Russ Osborne 
said, when the project became taxing. 

A specially constructed wheel of very unusu- 
al design was referred to in the journals and it 
gave the people working on the project fits. “I 
told him (Schaneman) what we wanted and he 
had to try to do it from what I said," Osborne 
said. 

Instead of the round hub found on most wag- 


Trail 


on wheels, a square hub radiated the spokes on 
the Mormon carts. Also, the whole wheel as- 
sembly was held on to the cart's axle by a 
wooden peg. 

Osborne finally contacted a Utah craftsman 
who had published a book on wheels and he had 
the design needed for the handcart replica. The 
craftsman also was able to give Osborne the 
color of the paint used on the original carts, a 
brick red. 

Osborne said the cart is typical of the first 
ones used by the Mormons before 1856, de- 
signed to carry between 400 and 600 pounds 
when fully loaded. 
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Sandy library offers 
workshop on IRAs“ 


» 
SANDY — Individual retirement | 
accounts will be explained in the Pe: < 
terson Branch Library, 9340 S. Sev- - 
enth East, at 7 p.m. Thursday. ^. 
David L. Dawson and Mary Loi 
Marchbank, Equitable Life Assur 
ance Society, will discuss a variet; 
of indiviudal retirement accoun! 
tax treatment and benefits, cost-an 
withdrawal plans. 


D 
For more information call Ha 


4636. 
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